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CHANCELLOR George
Osborne praised Sun
readers yesterday as he
listened carefully to
their ideas for getting
Britain back to work.

He met dozens of them
at a special summit, organ-
ised by our Sunemploy-
ment campaign, during the
Tories’ annual conference.

It was an opportunity for Mr
Oshorne to allay their fears
over his looming spending cuts.

He told them: “My policy is
all about trying to get unem-
ployment down.

“It’'s about trying to provide
confidence in the United King-
dom economy so that, interna-
tionally, people look at the UK
and say its a good bet.”

He said: “It was a really
important discussion, and gave
me lots of new ideas.

“The best questions came not
from the experts but people
who have real life experience
of unemployment and trying to
tackle it.

“Full credit to The Sun for
putting it on.”

Vacancies

The Chancellor was joined by

Employment Minister Chris
Grayling, the 2006 Apprentice
TV = series winner Michelle

Dewberry and Morrisons boss
Dalton Philips.

Mr Philips kicked off the
conference fringe event in Bir-
mingham, chaired by TV show
host Jeremy Kyle.

He asked the ministers why
so many people remained job-
less, pointing out that his stores
alone had 3,000 vacancies.

Mr Philips said: “You’ve got
to put programmes in place to
get people who feel excluded
back into the workplace.”

Mr Kyle added he saw many
people who knew they could
“get money for just sitting on
their backsides at home”.

Mr Grayling said that in the
last three months, when the
economy was growing, 480,000

jobs were created in the
private sector.
But he conceded: “We are

simply not yet getting people
off benefits and back into
work. The systems we have
inherited do not work.

“When people are out of
work for so long they Ilose
confidence.”

Mr Kpyle introduced hard-
working f{ather of 11 David
Jones, who has been out of
work for only one week in his
adult life.

The TV ‘presenter asked what
made him so different — when
others in his position might

have found it easier to live off
the state.

Mr Jones said: “When I had
my children every single one
was planned. When you bring
a child into the world you
have to provide for that child.

“l just did what I had to
do.” Mr Osborne and Mr Gray-
ling also heard from ex-office
worker Sally Smith, 26, a sin-
gle mum from London, who
had split from her partner and
moved into rented accommoda-
tion — paid for by the state.

She said: “I’ve been back to
work twice and both times I've
been financially worse off.”

Mr Kyle asked Mr Grayling:
“Here is a lady who wants to

work and says she can’t afford
to. That ain’t right is it?”

Mr Grayling said: “That’s not
right and that’s why we are
%oing to totally reorganise the

enefits system to ensure that
when you go back to work and
work extra hours you will
always be better off.” Ms Dew-
berry, now boss of an internet
firm, asked the ministers why
they did not support fledgling
companies with finance to take
on new workers.

Mr Grayling promised a new
flexible approach would mean
companies getting the support
to em}i)lloy more. staff.

Hugh Andree, boss of Force

Select — an agency that helps
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Getting the message . .
George Osborne and
Jeremy Kyle yesterday

find work for former service-
men and women — said: “The
worst employer to try to get
into is government, in terms of
government departments and
the private sector. - .

“There are 22,500 service
men and women coming out of
the Armed Forces this year —
4,000 have been medically
downgraded, 1,500 of those per-

manently.
“When are government
departments going to start talk-

ing to one another and start
using this pool of talented peo-
ple, whose training we have
paid for, and redeploy them in
teaching and the NHS, etc?”

Mr Osborne promised to look
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at the idea of merging pub-
lic sector jobs.

The Chancellor was also
asked whether he would

reconsider his cuts plans —
to be anntpunced in two g s
weeks — if unemployment =
increased from the present pudget beins G““:'“seml'
figure of 2.47 million. : “It was rea
He said he was tackling point aeros5|- aire

deep problems in the econ-
omy to allow the UK to
retain its crucial Triple A
credit rating.

Mr Osborne said: “I am
trying to create stability. I
believe that is the root to
creating permanent employ-
ment growth.”
c.hartley@the-sun.co.uk
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Jail pledge . .
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