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The world's fastest interview — 140 characters max per answer. The action

author on Afghanistan, going undercover, and being married five times

Witter: What's happening?

AM: About to go into a meeting with
ForceSelect, a company that finds
jobs for service leavers. I'm a trustee.
Witter: You've called post-traumatic
stress disorder an excuse to quit the
army. Isn't that a bit unsympathetic?
AM: I'm enormously sympathetic —
two friends committed suicide as a
result of it. But there are people who
use it as an excuse for a pension.
Witter: Should we — can we — get
out of Afghanistan?

AM: When the job's done. We're
getting there. Troops are gradually
changing from a combat role to
training/mentoring Afghan forces.
Witter: You now back the Tories,
after deserting Labour. Do they have
a better handle on defence policy?
AM: I've had meetings with Cameron
and Fox and they "get it", It's not
just a question of money, it's using
what money there is to best effect.
Witter: You say literacy levels are a
problem in the army. What was your
secret to selling so many books?
AM: I joined at 16 with a reading age
of 11 and spent 18 years in their
education system. It produces well-
educated soldiers — and citizens.
Witter: At what point should soldiers
be allowed to write memoirs?

AM: Whenever they have something
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encourages them to go through its
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Witter: You make a big noise about
not being photographed. Isn't that
about mystique and selling books?
AM: I did three years undercover in
various places, working with Special
Branch officers still serving today.
Showing my face puts them at risk.
Witter: Has your uber-macho status
helped you attract women?

AM: Not interested. Have been
married five times, so am sticking
with the wife I've got!

Witter: Five? Bit expensive/reckless.
AM: Both. Can't afford to do it again,
and don't want to. (I hope my wife
reads this...)

Witter: On a lighter note, can you
remember the first time you killed
someone?

AM: T was 19, shitting myself. It was
him or me, and I got there first. Of
course I didn't say how scared I'd
been. Just tried to be uber-macho.
Witter: What would have happened
to you if you'd never enlisted?

AM: I'd probably be in prison. I had a
spellin juvenile detention at 16

and joined the army to get away from
all that. Best thing I ever did Il
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